RICHARD EVELYN BYRD                          235

over both the North and the South Poles in an aeroplane.
Byrd was born at Winchester, Virginia, on October 24,
1888. He went to school at the Shenandoah Valley
Academy, but he did not remain there long, and early
gave evidence of his adventurous nature by setting off
on a trip round the world all by himself at the age of
twelve. Returning safely from this long journey, he
entered the University of Virginia when he was sixteen,
and from there he passed to the U.S. Naval Academy
in May, 1908.

But it is not for his services as a seaman that Richard
Evelyn Byrd will be remembered, although he holds the
rank of Admiral. As a matter of fact, he was put on the
retired list in 1922 with the rank of lieutenant-com-
mander, and soon after this he began to take consider-
able interest in Polar exploration. He had already made
a study of aviation, and was an experienced pilot, and
in 1924 he volunteered to take part in Amundsen's
projected flight in an airship to the North Pole, but was
refused because he was married. However, in the
following year he was off to Greenland with the D. B.
Macmillan Expedition, in which he held the position
of flight commander, and while there he personally
flew 3000 miles and gained experience which satisfied
him that it would be quite possible to fly to the Pole and
back again in an aeroplane.

So far no such effort had been made, and imme-
diately Byrd returned to the States he began prepara-
tions for the flight. This was made in 1926. His ex-
perience in Greenland had convinced him that May
was the best month for the attempt, so in April he